
GMPMVC and Cantare Choral Composition Competition 

 

Greater Manchester Police Male Voice Choir (GMPMVC) and Cantare Ladies Choir are looking for a new choral work to 

complement their first joint concert in summer 2015.  Alongside Fauré’s Requiem and Bob Chilcott’s ‘A Little Jazz Mass’, 

a new composition by a young composer (aged 30 or under) connected to the North West will be premiered.   

 

The finished work must be between 10 and 15 minutes long, suitable for an amateur choir (accompanied by professional 

musicians) and will be premiered in July 2015 in Manchester.  The instrumentation of the new work may only use the 

same forces as the rest of the programme.  Also, the work must have a legacy beyond its initial premiere embracing the 

fact that these two choirs only rarely come together to perform. 

 

The composer will be offered a fee of £1,000 to complete the work. 

 

Composers will have the opportunity to visit rehearsals of both the choirs and liaise with conductor Michael Betteridge 

about the creation of the new work. 

 

Prospective composers are asked to send an application including: 

 

• A completed application form; 

• One copy of up to three works one of which should demonstrate writing for voice(s), and one of which 

demonstrates writing for non-professionals, or music playable by non-professionals.  Please include at least one 

recording.  Applications with recordings will stand a better chance! 

• A short biography (including how they have a connection to the North West, i.e. Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater 

Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside); 

• Proof of age (photocopy of birth certificate, passport, driving licence, etc.); 

• A proposal of what the composer would write if commissioned.  This proposal will take into account the text 

that would be used (and any relevant copyright issues), writing for amateurs, how the work would embrace the 

fact these two different choirs were coming together to perform and what legacy the piece would have after its 

premiere. 

• A cheque made out to ‘Greater Manchester Police Male Voice Choir’ to the sum of £10 to cover all 

administrative costs associated with the call. 

 

Applications will be reviewed by the conductor of both choirs (and freelance composer) Michael Betteridge, members of 

both choirs, as well as conductor Manvinder Rattan: musical director of John Lewis Partnership, head of conducting 

training at Sing for Pleasure, as well as a judge on BBC2’s ‘The Choir’ and various other choral competitions. 

 

 

Applications should be sent to: 

 

GMPMVC/Cantare Composition Competition 

405 Chorlton Mill 

Cambridge Street 

Manchester 

M1 5BZ 

 

by Monday 7
th

 July 2014.  The completed work would be expected by Dec 31
st

 2014.  

 

 

Any questions please get in touch with Michael on michaelbetteridge@hotmail.com.  We look forward to receiving your 

application! 



GMPMVC and Cantare Choral Composition Competition 

 

Application Form 

 

 

About you 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________Date of birth_______________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________Postcode__________________ 

Email________________________________________________________Telephone_____________________________ 

 

Title of works submitted 

1. ______________________________________________________________ Recording?  Y/N 

2. ______________________________________________________________ Recording?  Y/N 

3. ______________________________________________________________ Recording?  Y/N 

 

Declaration 

I confirm that the enclosed application is a fair representation of my own compositional output and career to date.  I 

agree to the terms and conditions below. 

 

Signed__________________________________________________________________ Date____________ 

 

Please send applications to: 

 

GMPMVC/Cantare Composition Competition 

405 Chorlton Mill 

Cambridge Street 

Manchester 

M1 5BZ 

 

 

To arrive on or before Monday 7
th

 July 2014.  If composers would like their materials returned please include a self 

addressed envelope of the right size and with the correct postage attached. 

 

 

Please also include a cheque made out to ‘Greater Manchester Police Male Voice Choir’ to the sum of £10.  



GMPMVC and Cantare Choral Composition Competition 

 

Terms and conditions 

 

1. The panel reserves the absolute right to choose the winning composer and to not engage in 

correspondence with unsuccessful applicants; 

2. Applications that are incomplete or do not fulfil the criteria above will be rejected at the discretion of 

the panel; 

3. Materials that are not clearly presented may also be rejected by the panel; 

4. All materials that are not returned to applicants will be destroyed; 

5. The panel reserve the right to not award a prize; 

6. Composers must be thirty or under on 7th July 2014 to be eligible for the competition; 

7. The composer must have some connection to the North West (i.e. Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater 

Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside).  This may include place of birth, place of study, or residency 

in the area for some period.  The panel may ask for proof; 

8. The winning composer will be paid the prize money in full on completion of the score.  No money will 

be paid in advance; 

9. The winning composer will be reimbursed for approved travel (and accommodation if necessary) to 

and from rehearsals, meetings and the performance; 

10. The text that the composer intends to use must be entirely free of copyright, or the composer must 

obtain permission to use the text well in advance of the composition process.  A new text may be 

commissioned, but this will be at the discretion of the choirs and, at present, no additional funds are 

available for this; 

11. The completed work will be between ten and fifteen minutes long using an instrumentation inclusive 

of Faure’s Requiem (1893 version – OUP edition: 0.0.0.0 2.0.0.0 hrp org 1.2.2.1) and Bob Chilcott’s ‘A 

Little Jazz Mass (piano, drum kit and double bass).  The work must be performable by an amateur choir 

and must take into account the fact the choirs generally rehearse separately as SSA and TTBB, but a 

more conventional SATB arrangement is very much still permissible.  The musicians hired for the 

orchestra will be professional; 

12. The winning composer will be expected to attend at least one rehearsal of each choir prior to starting 

the work/during composing the work in order to ascertain the ability of the groups.  The winning 

composer is expected to stay in close contact with the conductor about the development of the piece 

in order to ensure his/her ideas are achievable with the ensemble; 

13. The work must have a legacy in order for repeat performances of the work, either in its entirety or in 

part.  This must be agreed on in advance and, if a separate or reduced score is required, this must also 

be delivered on 31
st 

Dec 2014.  For rehearsal purposes the choirs will need a score with a piano 

reduction; 

14. The finished work will have its world premiere in Manchester in July 2015 and no other performance of 

the new work, open to the public, will occur before that point; 

15. The composer will agree to be involved in all publicity and promotion around the concert and the new 

work and will agree to be involved in fundraising events, etc; 

16. The panel will include composer-conductor Michael Betteridge, Manvinder Rattan, as well as members 

from both choirs; 

17. In the application, scores do not have to be anonymous, but may be if the composer chooses to remain 

so. 

18. Composers may pay by bank transfer instead of cheque.  Please get in touch with conductor Michael 

Betteridge (michaelbetteridge@hotmail.com) to organise. 

 


